Percentage of anaesthetic fee refunded to patients by schedule-using private medical insurers in New Zealand.
Refunds for anaesthetic services payable to patients by schedule-using private medical insurers or agencies have not been realistically adjusted for inflation or growth in incomes. Patients receive a lower actual refund than that usually implied by the insurers. If private anaesthetic fees had increased in line with award weekly wages, the average refund to patients would have been approximately 50% for most of the period 1968-1981.